MEDIA STATEMENT
To: All media
Date: 20 July 2023

DMRE STATEMENT ON AN EXPLOSION IN THE CITY OF JOHANNESBURG

The Department of Mineral Resources and Energy (DMRE) has noted the
devastation caused by an explosion in Johannesburg City Centre and can confirm
that there are no old mines in the area at which the explosion occurred.

The DMRE is confident that investigations led by the relevant authorities which
include the Gauteng Provincial government and the City of Johannesburg, will be
able to ascertain the actual cause of the tragedy.

The DMRE regulates and promotes legitimate mining operations in South Africa
and has a record of all legally operating and non-operating mines. The department
is steadfast in ensuring that all licensed mining operations comply with the
provisions of the law.

The Department stands ready to cooperate with the relevant authorities in finding
the actual cause of the explosion.

For enquiries: mediadesk@dmre.gov.za
Mr Ernest Mulibana — 082 263 7372
Mr Nathi Shabangu - 073 852 1922
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