
                   
                                    

 
Social Media Accounts:  

  https://www.facebook.com/DoERSA  
 Twitter: @Energy_ZA or @DMR_SA 

 Instagram: @doesouthafrica 
Email: mediadesk@dmre.gov.za  

 

 

MEDIA STATEMENT:  

FIFTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE LILY MINE ACCIDENT 

Date: 05 February 2021 

Friday, 05 February 2021 marks the 5th anniversary of the Lily Mine accident when 
three employees lost their lives in a tragic accident. The Department of Minerals 
Resources and Energy would like to convey our sadness in commemorating the loss 
of Ms Yvonne Mnisi, Ms Pretty Nkambule and Mr Solomon Nyirenda. 

The Department completed the inquiry into the cause of the accident in terms of 
section 65(1) of the Mine Health and Safety Act No 29 of 1996. The report was 
submitted to the Director for Public Prosecutions in August 2018. An administrative 
fine of R1 million was issued in September 2020, to Vantage Goldfields (Pty) Ltd as 
per the recommendation of the inquiry report. 

The Department is greatly concerned with the prolonged business rescue process. In 
this regard, there were several meetings that the Department held with the Business 
Rescue Practitioner, prospective new owners, families, and the current mine owners 
which is Vantage Goldfields (Pty) Ltd to monitor progress of the business rescue 
process.  

Also, the DMRE wrote a letter to the Non - Executive Chairperson of Vantage 
Goldfields Limited expressing the Department’s concerns regarding the prolonged 
business rescue process. The Chairperson subsequently responded to the effect that 
the company has decided to re-finance their subsidiary and their initial focus will be on 
the retrieval of the employees. 

We will continually update the families on the business rescue process. Since Lily Mine 
was closed, hundreds of employees have lost their jobs. Further, many workers have 
lost due to the current pandemic, and it would be in the interests of the greater 
community for the mine to be re-opened as soon as possible. 
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