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TOTAL OCCUPATIONAL DISEASES BY COMMODITY 
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2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018
Gold 7426 5777 6063 4052 3486 4035 3425 2903 2572 2360 1637
Platinum 1837 1371 1350 1517 1565 1544 1717 2263 1218 1440 1169
Coal 386 344 356 521 456 671 556 535 420 375 360
Other 695 548 391 304 496 560 879 838 422 308 292
All Mines 10344 8040 8160 6394 6003 6810 6577 6540 4632 4483 3458
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MAIN OCCUPATIONAL DISEASES REPORTED
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2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018
PTB 4639 4468 4452 3070 2838 3255 3460 3773 2580 2247 1716
NIHL 1994 1280 1212 1229 1075 1389 1424 1493 966 1141 886
Silicosis 1778 1694 1742 1286 1420 1430 1063 835 635 652 465
SilicoTB 995 207 249 555 126 149 109 69 38 52 32
Other 1969 629 784 870 688 746 521 370 413 391 359
TOTAL 10344 8040 8170 6444 6002 6810 6577 6540 4632 4483 3458
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FATALITIES BY COMMODITY
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Gold 426 371 415 315 277 252 207 173 182 172 149 110 105 114 114 85 81 62 51 53 37 44 33 30 39 40 18

Platinum 29 24 45 45 53 44 39 46 49 53 58 64 47 40 53 36 41 34 37 28 28 15 21 27 28 12 20

Coal 90 54 31 45 40 42 28 31 19 20 23 20 16 20 15 20 18 12 12 11 7 9 5 4 10 9 7

Other 70 35 62 52 27 28 35 35 38 42 40 54 32 26 37 29 27 19 23 20 21 16 18 12 11 20 6

All 615 484 553 457 397 366 309 285 288 287 270 248 200 200 219 170 167 127 123 112 93 84 77 73 90 81 51
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FATALITIES BY COMMODITY

Commodity 1 January –
31 December 2018

1 January –
31 December 

2019*

% Change in 
actual 

Fatalities

Gold 40 18 -55

Platinum 12 20 67

Coal 9 7 -22

Other 20 6 -70 

Total 81 51 -37
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PROVISIONAL FATALITY FREQUENCY RATES BY COMMODITY 

2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019
Gold 0.38 0.28 0.27 0.33 0.35 0.25 0.24 0.18 0.16 0.18 0.14 0.18 0.14 0.12 0.17 0.19 0.09
Platinum 0.28 0.26 0.15 0.12 0.15 0.09 0.10 0.09 0.10 0.07 0.07 0.05 0.06 0.08 0.08 0.04 0.06
Coal 0.23 0.19 0.15 0.14 0.12 0.16 0.13 0.08 0.08 0.07 0.04 0.05 0.03 0.03 0.06 0.05 0.04
Other 0.27 0.32 0.19 0.13 0.18 0.13 0.11 0.09 0.11 0.08 0.09 0.06 0.04 0.05 0.05 0.09 0.03
All 0.32 0.27 0.21 0.2 0.22 0.15 0.16 0.12 0.11 0.1 0.09 0.09 0.08 0.08 0.09 0.08 0.05
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International Comparison of Fatality Rates

2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

South Africa 0.32 0.27 0.21 0.20 0.22 0.15 0.16 0.12 0.11 0.10 0.09 0.09 0.08 0.08 0.09 0.08

USA 0.08 0.08 0.08 0.09 0.08 0.06 0.04 0.09 0.04 0.06 0.07 0.06 0.04 0.03 0.04 0.04

Canada (Ontario) 0.06 0.09 0.03 0.09 0.08 0.03 0.04 0.00 0.15 0.05 0.07 0.06 0.10 0.00 0.02 0.00

Australia 0.06 0.02 0.04 0.06 0.04 0.03 0.03 0.01 0.02 0.01 0.02 0.02 0.03 0.01 0.01 0.02
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RSA improved at 75%
USA improved at 50%
Canada improved at 100%
Australia improved at 67%
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International Comparison of Coal Fatality Rates

2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

South Africa 0.23 0.19 0.15 0.14 0.12 0.16 0.13 0.08 0.08 0.07 0.04 0.05 0.03 0.03 0.06 0.05

Australia 0.00 0.02 0.01 0.03 0.02 0.00 0.04 0.00 0.03 0.02 0.00 0.03 0.03 0.02 0.01 0.02

US of America 0.13 0.12 0.09 0.17 0.13 0.10 0.06 0.16 0.07 0.09 0.11 0.06 0.05 0.05 0.08 0.07
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RSA improved at 78%
Australia regressed at 100%
USA improved at 46%



MAJOR CONTRIBUTORS OF FATALITIES 
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Fall of ground 302 239 222 247 193 181 137 142 124 124 131 96 83 86 76 56 62 47 40 25 32 25 22 24 33 22 20
Transportation and Mining 74 87 178 76 61 61 62 47 54 62 50 56 50 46 48 41 47 37 38 29 31 14 20 23 31 16 15
General 144 82 87 103 102 79 72 60 64 58 46 51 42 35 50 46 33 21 25 35 19 29 22 16 18 18 7
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FATALITIES PER MONTH 2018 AND 2019
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JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC
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MINE DISASTERS REPORTED BY SECTOR
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INJURIES BY COMMODITY
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1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019
Gold 7368 6888 6243 5909 5707 4648 4202 3549 3374 3288 3079 2861 2338 2318 2274 1937 1760 1379 1498 1477 1252 1142 1249 1200 1018 905 732
Platinum 736 415 819 905 755 785 765 638 797 659 738 892 1155 1348 1233 1213 1299 1515 1283 1345 1344 771 1328 1140 1156 1049 1151
Coal 279 240 235 285 270 255 207 213 170 161 188 187 181 266 205 333 295 273 241 269 263 249 206 189 200 169 224
Other 868 804 1256 1197 1118 1156 1079 971 1184 1008 296 314 309 257 261 255 296 271 277 276 267 372 354 317 290 324 299
All 8515 8347 8553 8296 7850 6844 6253 5371 5525 5116 4301 4254 3983 4189 3973 3738 3650 3438 3299 3367 3126 2534 3138 2846 2664 2447 2406
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CONCLUSION

• Although there has been a significant
improvement, we should continue with
partnerships that will lead to achieving the goal of
zero harm on the mineworkers.

• The Department will continue collaborating and
supporting the initiatives of its social partners to
ensure that there is sustainable improvement.



THANK YOU.
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