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REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA

ALL MEDIA

MEDIA RELEASE

MINISTER OF ENERGY MS DIPUO PETERS WILL DELIVER A KEYNOTE ADDRESS AT
THE FIRST HIGH LEVEL MEETING OF THE AFRICA-EU ENERGY PARTMENRSHIP
(AEEP), VIENNA, HOFBURG

The presence of the Minister of Energy Ms Dipuo Peters at this occassion is aimed at
transcending the political power relations with the European Union to end the uneven
socio-economic relations. The visit will also help to build on the positive aspects of the
Africa-EU Energy Partnership which was signed by the African Union Commission and the

European Commission in 2008.

According to a study conducted over 24 African countries by the World Bank on African
Infrastructure in 2009, there is a poor state of infrastructure in the Sub-Saharan Africa,
especially in the areas of electricity, water, roads and information and communication
technology. This study also indicated that due to the poor state of affairs, national economic

growth had been reduced and business productivity was cut by as much as 40%.

Minister Peters is of the view that without infrastrural development, it is not possible to

stimulate economic growth.

Confronted with the challenge of ensuring access to cleaner, safer, efficient and affordable

energy carrier, the South African Government endorsed the Intergrated Energy Plan with
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its vision of transforming and creating a sustainable energy sector with universal access to
modern energy carriers for all and improving the energy mix by having 30% of clean

energy by 2025.

The Minister will use this High Level Parnership meeting which will be attended by several
Ministers to reaffirm South Africa’s commitment to enhancing energy security and energy

access as well as promoting renewable energy and energy efficiency in Africa.

NB. During her absence from the country, Minister Collins Chabane will be the Acting

Minister of Energy.

For telephonic media interview requests, members of the media may contact Zodwa

Batyashe on the details below:

zodwa.batyashe@energy.gov.za and 0824559796

Media statement issued by the Ministry of Energy:
Ms Zodwa Batyashe - 0824559796

Mr Ndivhuwo Khangale -0824656090



